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Improving the future for at-risk and homeless  
youth starts with the right mindset.  

And everyone has a role to play.



Judayza Johnson didn’t expect to be homeless at 17. 
But when mom left town and didn’t return for weeks, 
cutting off all communication with Judayza, she found 
herself with nowhere to turn. “At that point, what are your 
options?” she says. “I’ve seen other young people from 
my neighborhood in similar situations turn to selling drugs 
or selling their bodies just to survive. And they don’t try to 
push you away from it, they try to lure you in. There’s a lot 
of pressure to just give up and go that route.”

But Judayza remembered hearing a presentation from the 
Huckleberry House at her school. She kept the card she 
received that day, and she decided to call the number. 
Today, five years later, Judayza is about to finish her 
culinary training and has already started her own business 
as a personal chef. She acknowledges that her life would 
probably look a lot different if it weren’t for the support 
and direction she received from Huckleberry House. 

You can read Judayza’s story and the stories of other 
young people we work with on the pages of this report. 
While each young person’s situation and challenges are 
unique, their outcomes have a common denominator:  
They found the support they needed to see beyond 
their current crisis. And they connected with people who 
expected more for them, until they could expect more for 
themselves.

Our contract with the 
community is about more than 
keeping kids off the street.

It’s about changing the expectation of what 
we can collectively accomplish.

For almost 50 years, Huckleberry House has worked 
relentlessly to redefine the community’s expectations 
for our at-risk and homeless youth. As Franklin County’s 
primary provider of shelter and services to these 
young people, we see our role as not only addressing 
immediate crises, but as working to resolve the root 
causes of the problems. We partner with other like-minded 
organizations, service providers, and individuals in the 
community to expand our outreach to all youth, creating 
a community-wide safety net that helps ensure no young 
person slips through the cracks. 

To that end, in Fiscal Year 2019, Huckleberry House: 

• Grew our Safe Place Partner network to 136 sites 
throughout Central Ohio  

• Actively participated in shaping the Community 
Shelter Board’s comprehensive plan for serving 
homeless young people 

• Launched a training program to share our unique 
expertise in youth issues with other service providers 
throughout the state 

• Hosted our second annual Sleep Out to raise 
awareness for youth homelessness and more than 
$100,000 in funds to support our programs 

• Awarded $13,000 in post-secondary education 
scholarships to help deserving young people in our 
programs work toward their future goals 

• Welcomed more than 1,065 volunteers from the 
community who contributed their time and talents in 
various ways to support at-risk youth 
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You’ll see the numbers and personal stories that highlight 
our impact on the following pages. We’re proud of these 
results. But we’re even prouder of the change we’re 
seeing in the community’s response to the challenges 
we collectively face. With 3,000 youth in our community 
estimated to experience homelessness every year, we 
have to work together to change expectations about what 
is and isn’t acceptable in a community as dynamic and 
prosperous as ours.  

So, let’s keep asking ourselves, “What do we expect for 
our young people?” The answers will fuel the momentum 
and open the door to more meaningful, sustainable 
changes. And when we make better options readily 
available to our at-risk youth, the young people will take  
it from there. Read on to see how. 



Crisis  
PROGRAM

3,040 
crisis support hours provided by  

Crisis Case Managers and Huck House 
staff to teach skills for improving 
interactions with family members

906 
additional counseling hours  

with Huck House social  
workers to help youth continue 

working toward their goals

What Our  
Community 
Can Expect:

A long-term 
solution

The Crisis Shelter at Huckleberry House never has been, and never 
will be, simply a temporary respite. While we provide young people 
in crisis with a safe place to stay and meet their immediate needs 
for shelter, food, and personal care, the primary purpose of the 
program is to provide an environment to begin working toward 
longer-term solutions. The typical stay at the shelter is five to seven 
days. But we stay connected to the young people long after they 
leave. Youth build relationships with our counselors, participate in 
family meetings, and establish ongoing supports that help them 
continue working toward their family, education, employment, and 
personal goals.
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A safe place to  
stay and have 
basic needs met 

3,446 regular bed nights of shelter 

1,172 bed nights of extended 
shelter through partnership with 
Franklin County Children Services 

10,595 meals and snacks served

Beyond  
Expectation 

94% of Crisis Program teens returned  
to safe and appropriate housing

What Crisis 
Program Youth 

Can Expect:

A community that cares
Community members regularly visit the shelter to spend time with youth, provide special 
meals, and show support in various ways. In Fiscal Year 2019, our young people enjoyed 
several special events. 

6 volunteers and 1 Grammy Award-winning singer-songwriter rocked the house. Jason 
Mraz visited Huck House before playing at the Palace Theater Downtown in December, 
bringing with him a team of volunteers who helped decorate the shelter, bake cookies for 
the holidays, and add some special touches to the Shelter’s Round Room, recently renovated 
by Daimler Construction. Before Jason treated the youth to an impromptu concert, he and 
his volunteers painted the words of Jason’s song, Have it All, on the walls.

8,900 twinkle lights make the holidays bright. On December 2 Huckleberry House and 
AEP lit up the Shelter while the youth and the community looked on. Everyone enjoyed treats 
and hot cocoa while listening to carols performed by the Ohio State Women’s Glee Club. 
(See page 28 for more information.)

Easy access to  
the help they need
Huckleberry House expanded Project Safe 
Place this year. With a total of 136 Safe Place 
sites, the Central Ohio community is covered 
with places young people can go to get help 
getting to Huck House.

Individualized 
support
Young people in the shelter meet with Case 
Workers and Licensed Social Workers to 
address the root causes of family problems 
and develop ongoing plans and goals for 
addressing family, housing, education, and 
employment needs. 

393 hours of  
diagnostic assessments

136 Safe Place sites including  
fire stations, libraries, White Castle 
and Donatos restaurants, and 
community centers

Easy access  
to resources 
and support

75 
hours of victim 

services support

755
life skills  

training hours

630
crisis episodes 

addressed
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Growing up is hard enough. It’s even harder when you’re not 
sure where home is. 

Brooklyn and her family have always struggled to maintain 
stable housing. This left Brooklyn doing a lot of couch surfing 
during her high school years, which put her in some potentially 
dangerous situations. Scared and frustrated, Brooklyn turned 
to the Crisis Shelter at Huckleberry House. She stayed at the 
shelter several times during her senior year. While there, she 
found more than a warm bed and hot meals. She found the 
support she needed to set goals for her future and to stay 
focused on achieving them. 

“Stability isn’t just about having a place to sleep at night,” she 
says. “It’s about having people who love and support you. 
That’s what Huck House gave me. They really helped with my 
mental health, and they made sure I made it to school every 
day and did my homework. They helped me stay motivated to 
graduate.”

With her newfound support system, Brooklyn did the work to 
obtain her diploma, bringing her grade point average up over 
two points in a short period of time. She is now enrolled at 
Wilberforce University where she is studying mental health 
rehabilitation.

“I’ve always wanted more for my life, but there were times 
when it just felt hopeless,” she explains. “I don’t want other kids 
to have to feel that. I want to do something that’s going to make 
a difference.” 

Brooklyn hopes to become a probation officer after graduation. 
She wants to use her future profession as a way to connect 
with other young people who are facing difficulties or who have 
had a few missteps in life. She wants to help them see a better 
future and stay focused on achieving it.

“That’s what Huck House did for me. They helped me see what 
I’ve always wanted for my life and showed me how I could get 
there. I’m working hard now so I can help other kids who need 
that same support.”

Brooklyn’s
story
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What  
To Expect

Next:
As Huck House continues to invite and encourage the community 
to play a part in supporting our youth, look for opportunities to  
get involved at the Shelter including cooking meals, planning 
activity nights, or hosting holiday parties. And be sure to mark  
your calendar for next Summer’s Community Block Party, to be 
held June 6, 2020, at the Huckleberry House Crisis Shelter.  
For additional information or to share your own ideas for Shelter 
activity or events, please contact the Development Office at  
614-294-8097 or volunteers@huck-house.org.
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Transitional Living  
PROGRAM

In Franklin County, 3,000 youth are estimated to be homeless each 
year and another 4,000 at imminent risk of becoming homeless. 
When you’re young and in this situation, you need more than a roof 
over your head. You need skills for living independently so you can 
sustain your home and work toward a better tomorrow. Through 
an effort spearheaded by the Community Shelter Board and 
chaired by Huckleberry House Executive Director Becky Westerfelt, 
organizations and individuals came together to create appropriate 
services for youth and address the community-wide issue. The 
resulting comprehensive plan, A Place to Call Home for Youth, 
leverages new Youth Homelessness Demonstration Program (YHDP) 
funding awarded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) in July 2018.

What Our  
Community 
Can Expect:

A collaborative effort  
to resolve homelessness

250
stakeholders, including youth and 

young adults who have experienced 
homelessness along with 

representatives from 65 community 
organizations, contributed to 
planning comprehensive new 

approaches and strategies 
to dramatically reduce youth 

homelessness and ensure all young 
people, age 24 and under, have a 

safe place to call home

100%
capacity   

TLP apartments are 
always filled and 

Huckleberry House 
maintains a waiting 

list, pointing to 
additional need in our 

community 

80
transition-age young people  

(17-24) and their children housed at 
Huckleberry House’s TLP apartments
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29 fully-furnished apartments, including 20 newly renovated homes located at  
Jefferson Place, a unique and supportive community nestled within the city’s dynamic 
nonprofit district, with shared space for socializing and the children to play

15 apartments designated for young people who are survivors of domestic violence, 
human trafficking and victims of crime; located in a secure, alarmed building that is staffed 
around the clock by workers trained in safety planning and victim services 

14,616 nights of shelter provided

Beyond  
Expectation 

89% of previously homeless TLP graduates developed 
independent living skills and secured permanent housing

What TLP  
Youth Can 

Expect:
A safe place to call their own

A community that cares 

15 youth from a Dayton high school 
volunteered to help TLP young people move 
into their apartments 

18 volunteers from The Wellington School 
cooked a pancake breakfast for TLP residents 

5 employees from HEAPY helped clean 
up the yard around the TLP apartments and 
donated flowers and mulch to improve the 
outdoor space

Support for independent living 
During the 18-month Transitional Living Program, youth learn how to care 
for themselves and their children by developing cooking, budgeting, 
housekeeping, and parenting skills. They also receive counseling and 
support to address the issues that led to their homelessness and improve 
their own mental health and outlook.

1,045 hours of life skills training 

580 parenting hours 

2,271 hours of mental health intervention

250 hours of victim services for TLP youth  
who have experienced domestic violence

A path to a better future 
While they are building the skills they need to survive, youth also work on 
skills they need to thrive. Through goal-setting and support, TLP youth gain 
the confidence and get the direction they need to take steps toward a more 
rewarding and fulfilling future.

79% of program graduates achieved education goals including enrolling 
in high school, a GED Program, or college courses and earning their degrees

87% of youth participating 
in TLP made significant progress 
toward mental health goals

93% of participants obtained work 
experience during the program

Jefferson Place
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Rose worked hard all through high school to maintain a high 
GPA. She always wanted to go to college and knew it would 
take hard work to get there. But while her parents expected 
her to do well in school, they also expected her to help raise 
her eight younger siblings. And she had to do it all without their 
support and often while being told her efforts weren’t good 
enough. 

Rose graduated with high marks. But without any help or 
direction from her parents, she missed the deadline for applying 
for financial aid for college. Then, shortly after graduation, 
things erupted at home. Rose was kicked out and found herself 
without a place to live. She spent some time at her boyfriend’s 
mom’s home. And when that wasn’t possible, she found herself 
sometimes spending the night on the streets and just trying to 
survive. Any dreams of college and the future she had always 
wanted started to slip away.

Then one of Rose’s past teachers from high school told her 
about the Transitional Living Program. When she connected 
with the staff from Huck House, Rose felt for the first time like 
she had a parent to turn to for help. “I’ve always had to learn 
everything and do everything for myself. It was so nice to finally 
have a support system and someone to give me advice. And it 
was nice to hear that I was doing a good job instead of being 
called names or told I wasn’t good enough,” says Rose. 

It made all the difference for Rose.  With her team’s help, 
she got settled into her TLP apartment, found a job, and was 
able to complete the paperwork for school. She is currently 
enrolled at Columbus State in the Pathways program and hopes 
to complete her general education courses then go to the 
Columbus College of Art and Design to receive her Bachelor of 
Arts. She dreams of opening a business for photography and 
visual editing design.

She’s also working through her family issues with her 
counselor’s help. While she doesn’t know if she’ll be able to 
repair her relationship with her parents, she’s learning to let go 
of her anger and heal internally. “I’m really emotionally healthy 
right now, and I’m not willing to let negativity from my family 
drag me down,” she says. Rose is currently focused on working 
and studying, finding a permanent apartment for after TLP, and 
enjoying her life. 

“I just got a car, I’m doing really well, and I’m having fun,” she 
says. Rose has her future back. And she’s embracing it with 
open arms.

Rose’s
story
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What  
To Expect

Next:
Homeless youth in our community will soon have more options for 
housing and support beyond the TLP apartments, which always 
run at capacity and currently have a waiting list. Marsh Brook 
Place, located at 5981 Chatterton Road, is under construction and 
scheduled to open in June 2020, providing 40 long-term units for 
young people in need of ongoing, intensive support and services. 
Huckleberry House is purchasing a 56-unit apartment complex 
in the Linden neighborhood. A portion of Huckleberry House TLP 
apartments will be housed in the complex and some units will be 
available to other organizations that help to provide housing for 
our community’s youth. All told in 2020, in partnership with other 
youth organizations, we will grow from 45 apartments to 116!

45 116

202020202019
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The Counseling Center  
At Huckleberry House

What Our  
Community 
Can Expect:

Increased access to specialized 
support tailored to teen and  
young adult challenges

3 unique teen and young  
adult care curriculums

For nearly 50 years, the staff at Huckleberry House has been 
dedicated to supporting young people and families struggling 
with serious issues, like poverty, homelessness, abuse, and 
neglect. We’ve developed knowledge and expertise specific to 
this population. We understand that the impact of such issues 
affects young people differently than adults. And we know that 
care must be approached in unique ways, starting with identifying 
and building on individual strengths and including other family 
members whenever possible. To help meet the growing need for 
this customized support, in Fiscal Year 2019, Huckleberry House 
strengthened our commitment to the community by working to 
share our expertise and approach with other professionals who 
serve youth.

Professionals throughout Ohio can access training and  
earn CEUs through the new Huckleberry House Professional 
Development Program:

Working with Young Adults: How Housing Instability  
Influences Their Outcomes

Trauma Informed Care: Changing the Way We Think

Documentation 101: What, Why, and How to Document
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Beyond  
Expectation 

229 youth and their families received ongoing support to 
develop communication, anger management, conflict resolution, 
coping, and self-sufficiency skills.

What 
Counseling 

Center Youth 
Can Expect:

Ongoing support,  
when and where it’s needed

Support tailored to specific need

162
parenting support hours for 
young people with children 

of their own

17
victim services hours  
for young people and 

families who have  
been victims  
of violence

3,222
community support hours  
to practice skills learned  

in counseling in  
real-life situations

1,982
counseling and assessment  

hours provided to young 
people and their families 
at Huck House, in their 

homes, at school, or 
anywhere it is convenient 

for them to meet
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When Zach was first introduced to the Counseling Center at 
Huckleberry House, he had zero expectations for his future. 
In fact, he didn’t expect to have a future at all. After his 
fourth suicide attempt, a friend of Zach’s intervened and told 
authorities at the school about Zach’s situation. Through a 
partnership with the school, licensed therapists from Huck 
House visit the building weekly to work with students. Zach 
was quickly connected with a Huck House counselor. But after 
suffering through years of neglect, physical, and mental abuse, 
Zach didn’t have much confidence that anyone could help. 

“I knew I probably needed help,” he says. “I just felt like I 
should be able to do it on my own or that I didn’t really deserve 
it. I was also embarrassed by everything that was going on in 
my life, and I figured no one was really going to listen anyway.” 

It took some time for Zach to start trusting his counselor. “I 
eventually realized this wasn’t a person who was going to laugh 
when I started talking about everything I’ve been through. For 
the first time in my life, I was talking to someone who actually 
wanted to hear what I have to say.”

That realization helped Zach turn a corner and start to see that 
he could have a future and that it could look a lot different 
than his current situation. Zach has since graduated from 
high school, but he continues to work with his counselors at 
Huck House and he actively participates in EMDR, an intensive 
trauma-based therapy. 

“I used to be terrified about the prospect of anyone hurting me 
or taking advantage of me, but my counselors helped me see 
that not all people are something to fear,” he says. He is also 
learning to not let his past trauma hold him back from realizing 
his future potential. “It used to be that everything I did was 

to try to live up to somebody else’s unrealistic expectations. 
Now I can do things because they are what I want to do. I have 
expectations for myself that are reasonable and that I can 
manage.” 

Those expectations currently include looking for a new 
apartment, working, and pursuing a college degree so he can 
one day become a pediatrician. 

“I don’t even know if I’d still be here if it weren’t for Huck 
House,” he says. “The freedom I’ve gained to set my own 
direction, work past my issues, and be myself is nothing less 
than incredible. It’s something I’ll carry with me for the rest of 
my life.”

Zach’s
story
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What  
To Expect

Next: In order to help any young person in our community struggling 
with trauma, abuse, or violence, or struggling with anxiety, 
depression, or managing the stress of moving toward adulthood, 
Huckleberry House will soon accept many major health insurance 
plans. Making this change is key to fulfilling our contract with the 
community. We will be able to reach out and support any young 
person or family, whether they have health insurance or not, and 
share our proven approach to addressing and resolving issues and 
working toward a happier, healthier future.

THE COUNSELING CENTER
AT HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE
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Youth Outreach  
PROGRAM

What Our  
Community 
Can Expect:

Diligence in finding the 
young people that need our 
help most

One of the things that young people in crisis almost always lack is 
support and direction from a trusted adult. As a result, they don’t 
always know that help exists, or where to find it. The Huckleberry 
House Youth Outreach Program has worked from day one to break 
down that barrier by taking our services directly to the streets and 
helping young people connect with resources and supports that  
can help them address their challenges and gain self-sufficiency.  
In 2016, we added the YOP Shop to provide youth with easy access 
to our Youth Outreach Workers.

6,047
youth contacts made in 
schools, at community 

hangouts, on the streets,  
and at the YOP Shop

3,468
adult contacts made to help 

us spread the word about our 
programs and other resources 

that are available to help

2,767
written materials 

distributed
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YOP workers make sure at-risk youth know help exists, and we make sure they know 
where and how to get it. YOP is the only local program that brings counseling and 
support to young people, ages 12-24, on their own turf. In addition, the YOP Shop, 
located on the bus line in the heart of the Linden community, gives young people a 
safe place to call or drop in, between 10 am to 6 pm Monday through Friday, to talk 
with a counselor, use the computers and phones, get connected to other community 
resources, or get help with anything from obtaining a copy of a birth certificate, to 
navigating public transportation, to applying for a job.

Beyond  
Expectation 

81% of youth visiting the YOP Shop and 93% of street-
based clients were linked with community support services that 
provide ongoing assistance to meet educational, employment,  
and safe housing needs.

What  
Youth Can 

Expect:

Easy access to 
resources and support

Ongoing street-based support
Young people who need longer-term support to reach education, food, safe housing, 
and employment goals are connected with Youth Outreach Counselors who will 
meet with them on the streets, at school, at the YOP Shop, or anywhere else that’s 
convenient to help them create and stay on paths to self-sufficiency.

57 
YOP Shop 

phone calls

50 
ongoing cases

505  
hours of individual 
case management

935  
hours of street- 
based outreach

996  
food/drink items  

distributed

253 
health and 

hygiene products 
distributed 

64 
YOP Shop 

visits
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When Destiny learned she was pregnant, she left her home  
in Georgia and came to Columbus, where her baby’s father  
had promised that he and his family would help care for her. 
Two weeks later, dad left town. And Destiny found herself 
expecting, alone, and in a new city with nowhere to live. 
Determined to do what was best for her unborn baby and 
herself, she connected with local resources and eventually 
found her way to the YOP Shop. 

“Losing hope and becoming depressed was never an option  
for me,” she says. “I’ve always lived my life thinking about the 
next step and doing what I need to do.” 

Fortunately, the YOP program was there to make that next step 
easier. YOP case workers helped Destiny access the supplies 
she would need to be ready for her daughter’s birth and helped 
make sure she and her baby had a safe place to stay. Then, 
when Destiny temporality lost custody of her newborn daughter, 
her YOP case workers helped her connect with a counselor and 
parenting mentor at Huck House and provided support while 
she worked to resolve her housing and employment challenges. 
Destiny successfully completed her parenting plan and was 
quickly reunited with her daughter.

Today Destiny and her daughter are doing well in their own 
apartment. Destiny continues to meet with her Huck House 
counselor and parenting mentor from time to time and 
appreciates that she has a support system and a trusted place 
to turn when she has questions or needs advice.  

“We just moved into our new place and had the utilities turned 
on,” she says. “It’s the first time I’ve done anything like that on 
my own. And it felt great.”

Right now, Destiny is focused on her own mental health and 
trying not to be hard on herself when life doesn’t go exactly 
according to plan. Connecting with case workers whom she 
trusts has made a big difference in her journey. “Either way, I 
would have done what I needed to do. But they’ve made things 
a lot easier. And it’s nice having someone who really cares 
about you and you know you can turn to for advice,” she says. 
“I’m a strong person. But they’ve showed me it’s okay to not be 
okay sometimes.” 

Destiny is committed to helping other youth facing similar 
struggles. She participates on the Youth Action Board through 
the Community Shelter Board. Through her actions and hard 
work every day, she is proof that circumstances don’t have 
to dictate your life. With the right attitude and a little support, 
young people can create the futures they desire. 

Destiny’s
story

18  |  HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE  |  2019 ANNUAL REPORT 



The Heart Work Award, presented by The Columbus 
Foundation for the first time in October 2018, recognizes 
those in the community who are in the trenches, 
relentlessly working on the frontlines with spirit and heart. 
For most of us, these people are in the background. But 
to individuals whose lives they touch, they are front and 
center, making a life-changing impact that can mean the 
difference between hopelessness and a meaningful future. 
Kyra exemplifies the essence of heart work, often walking 
the streets to identify and help youth in need. As the first 
ever Heart Work Award winner, Kyra is an inspiration to 
our team, our community, and the youth we serve. Thanks 
Kyra, for all you do to make Central Ohio a better place for 
everyone.

What  
To Expect

Next:
As part of the A Place to Call Home for Youth community plan, 
a Coordinated Access & Rapid Resolution Services (CARR) team 
was formed to provide developmentally-appropriate support and 
services to help homeless young people find safe, stable housing. 
Starting in fiscal year 2020, the Huck House Youth Outreach 
Program will head this initiative, working with young people to 
navigate the adult shelters and access rehousing services. This 
effort will help connect more at-risk and homeless youth in our 
community with housing resources and additional prevention 
assistance geared specifically to their unique needs.

Congratulations to Kyra Crockett Hodge, 
Huck House’s Youth Outreach Program 
Manager, and winner of The Columbus 
Foundation’s first ever Heart Work Award!
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Scholarship  
PROGRAM

What Our  
Community 
Can Expect:

A new generation of young 
people with the drive to 
achieve their dreams

The Scholarship Program at Huckleberry House annually awards 
funds to young people in our programs who demonstrate the 
skill, dedication, and desire to pursue a degree or license that will 
help advance their futures and allow them to contribute to their 
communities in meaningful ways.

$13,000 
awarded by Huck House in scholarships  

to young people in our programs. 
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3 
William R. 
McNamara
SCHOLARSHIPS

1 
Soltis-Homer

SCHOLARSHIP

Congratulations to our  
2019 Scholarship Recipients:

Keely 
Shorter 

$4,000

The scholarship program helps remove the cost barrier to 
pursuing secondary education. Recipients can use their awards 
for college, technical school, or a career training program.

Jamyah 
Cooper 

$3,000

Rose 
Cunningham 

$3,000

Katelynn
Spencer

$3,000

What  
Youth Can 

Expect:

Where there’s a  
will, there’s a way
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Growing up, Judayza’s family never stayed in one place for very 
long. Judayza found that as soon as she got into a routine in 
a new place, it was time to move again. “And you had to start 
over from scratch, with all of your stuff gone.” 

While that was an ongoing challenge, one thing that was a 
constant in Judayza’s life was her family’s love of food. From a 
young age, Judayza learned to cook, often helping her parents 
or grandmother in the kitchen and learning the family recipes 
along the way. Sometimes, Judayza and her brother had to 
cook out of necessity when her parents wouldn’t or couldn’t. 
But it was one chore Judayza enjoyed. “I made the best 
oatmeal on the block,” Judayza recalls proudly. As soon as she 
was old enough, she began working in the food service industry 
and would walk to jobs at the local McDonalds or Donatos, 
dreaming of one day working as a chef. 

That dream got cut short when Judayza found herself homeless 
at age 17. After mom left town and cut off communications, 
Judayza found herself with no legal guardian and nowhere to 
stay. She had friends in similar situations who had ended up on 
the streets. Some had overdosed. Some had started working 
in strip clubs or selling drugs just to survive. Judayza knew she 
didn’t want that for her own life. Remembering a high school 
presentation about Huckleberry House, Judayza reached out 
for support. She got connected with a counselor and was later 
accepted into the TLP program. 

“I remember the day I moved into my TLP apartment. Someone 
picked me up from the Huck House shelter and took me 
shopping for appliances and supplies. It was the first time 
anyone dedicated that much time to me. Having a group of 
people rooting for me and helping me out with whatever I 
needed was life changing.” 

Judayza started putting in the hard work to get back on track 
for the future she always wanted. Although she was two years 
behind at school, she managed to catch up and graduate with 
her class. To recognize her hard work, Judayza was selected 
to receive the William R. McNamara Scholarship in 2015. Each 
year since, she has received funds through the Huckleberry 
House scholarship program, which she uses to help pay for 

the culinary arts program at Columbus State. While studying, 
she has continued to work in the food service industry, landing 
several jobs as a cook and catering assistant in establishments 
including the Westin Hotel, the Columbus Convention Center, 
and The Boat House at Confluence Park. 

“The more I learned in school and the more hands-on 
experience I gained in my jobs, the more I wanted to start 
my own business,” says Judayza. And that’s exactly what she 
did. She became a student member of the U.S. Personal Chef 
Association, earned her certification as a personal chef, and 
launched her own private chef service, Food Specifics LLC, in 
2019. She cooks in family homes and has successfully catered 
several events, including the Huck House TLP Open House held 
in September of 2019. 

Judayza has just a few classes left before she graduates from 
the culinary program. And she has plans to finish her degree 
at the Culinary Institute of American in New York City. In the 
meantime, she’s giving back some of what she’s been given 
through Huck House by returning to her high school to share 
her story, teach cooking classes, and provide inspiration for 
other students to stay focused on their futures. 

Recalling where she was just five years ago, Judayza feels 
blessed that she found Huck House when she did. “When you 
are young and you have no family to take responsibility for you, 
it’s so hard. The world is cruel, especially when you have to 
fend for yourself.” Without Huck House, Judayza says she may 
very well have lost her drive to succeed. At the least, it would 
have taken her a lot longer to get where she is today. “Having 
the stability of a place to call your own and people you know 
you can turn to makes all the difference. I hope that every 
young person who is struggling gets to have the chance I did.”

Judayza’s
story
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What  
To Expect

Next:
The Huck House board of directors endowed a fund to provide 
scholarships in perpetuity, allowing us to give awards each 
year to help our youth continue to go beyond expectation. We 
look forward to recognizing future scholarship recipients and to 
following our past winners and sharing their success stories with 
the community.
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What Our  
Community 
Can Expect:

Increased awareness  
of youth homelessness

Huckleberry House and its supporters are so passionate about 
ending youth homelessness, that we literally work on it in our sleep. 
Our second annual Sleep Out!, held April 12, 2019 on the plaza at 
COSI, gave community members the opportunity to experience  
what it’s like for homeless youth in our area. Sleep Out! participants 
spent a full night in the elements to raise funds for Huck House 
programs and raise awareness of the issues facing so many youth  
in our communities. 

Sleep Out! Columbus  
2019

100people spent 8 hours on the plaza at COSI in 40 degree weather

$100,440.60 

raised to support Huck House that 
provide shelter and support to homeless 
and at-risk young people
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The Sleep Out! opened hundreds of eyes to the difficulties 
that homeless young people experience and strengthened the 
community’s commitment to find long-term, sustainable solutions.

What to 
Expect Next:

Plans are in the works for Sleep Out! Columbus 2020. Scheduled for 
April 24–25, we are setting our goals even higher and looking forward to 
another record-breaking night. To learn more, register yourself or a team, 
or find out about corporate sponsorship opportunities, please visit our 
Sleep Out! page at www.huckhouse.org/sleep-out.

What Homeless  
and At-Risk Youth 

Can Expect:

A community that recognizes 
them and their needs

“I recognize that  
I was here by choice. 
Too many young people 
are living this way and 
not by choice.”

“I can’t imagine doing this for more than one night.”
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Huckleberry House 

Supporters

1,300+ 
community members, volunteers, and 

corporations supported Huck House in 2019

814 
donors became  
first-time Huck 

House supporters

208 
United Way donors 

designated their gifts 
to support Huck House 

programs

$525,903 

contributed via The Columbus 
Foundation’s Critical Need Alert: 
Our Kids, including grants from  

the Central Benefits Health  
Care Foundation and the  

Siemer Family Foundation.

$139,000 

raised from 

1,360 

donors to Next Level  
VIP19’s campaign

What Our  
Community 
Can Expect:

Meaningful ways for anyone 
and everyone to get involved in 
supporting our community’s youth

Huckleberry House could not achieve the results in this report or 
change so many young lives without the compassion, generosity, 
time, and talents of so many individuals, corporations, and 
organizations in our community. Year after year, we’re humbled by 
those who continue to rise to the occasion, whether for the first time 
or the hundredth, to lend their support to our efforts and help raise 
the expectation for all young people in our community. 
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What  
Youth Can 

Expect:

An ear to listen, a word of 
encouragement, or the gift of 
time with someone who cares

Access to the things they 
need and, sometimes, a little 
something extra, too

519 

in-kind donations of 
goods such as school 

supplies, toiletries, 
household items, baby 

items, and gift cards

$43,000 
in gifts and goodies 

contributed through the  
2018 holiday drive

1,065 

volunteers donated

2,322 

hours to support Huck 
House programs
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Rebecca works as a project coordinator at American Electric 
Power. She participates in AEP’s Employee Resource Groups, 
which give workers opportunities to volunteer and share their 
talents in ways that will help the community. When she first 
received an email about a potential project to provide holiday 
lighting for the Huckleberry House, she was intrigued. 

“I wasn’t familiar with Huck House, but I love Christmas lights. 
So I looked up the organization, and felt an instant connection 
to their mission.”

Rebecca faced homelessness herself as a young person. When 
she learned she was pregnant at 18, her stepfather kicked her 
out of the family home. “At the time, I didn’t know about places 
like Huck House,” she says. “It would have been nice to have 
options for support back then.”

The project became very personal for Rebecca and she was 
committed to making it a success. She visited the shelter 
several times, bringing her husband and daughter along, to 
take pictures and measurements. She met with the shelter’s 
maintenance staff to make sure the outlets could support the 
lights. Then, using the trigonometry and calculus she’s currently 
learning in her pursuit of an engineering degree, Rebecca 
devised a plan to light up all three stories of the house in grand 
fashion, including the angled roof and columns on the porch. 
It would take 8,900 lights to do it right. And, she determined, 
it would take bucket trucks to safely get the lights up on the 
third floor. “I didn’t want anybody climbing a ladder that high 
to hang the lights,” she said. Of course, given the busy time of 
year for the energy industry, getting those trucks proved to be a 
challenge. 

“But when I showed up on the morning of the lighting, there 
were four bucket trucks ready to go along with a small army of 
volunteers” she says. “It was great to see so much support for 
this project, and many hands make light work.” 

Three and a half hours later, all the lights were up. “It was cold,” 
Rebecca says. “And it even started snowing, which was kind 
of appropriate, considering what we were doing. But it was a 
really awesome and rewarding experience.”

While Rebecca enjoyed every aspect of the project, the best 
part, of course, was the night of the lighting itself.  “People 
were laughing, and crying, and hugging each other,” she recalls. 
“Seeing that reaction was a great feeling. I know, from personal 
experience, how tough life can be. Putting some light into 
these kids’ hearts for the holidays and taking their minds off the 
struggles, even for one night, made my Christmas last year.” 

Rebecca’s passion for the project not only inspired others in her 
company to help with the holiday lighting project, it spurred an 
ongoing commitment from the organization to support Huck 
House and the community’s youth. 

“Rebecca worked tirelessly to make the shelter shine for 
Christmas,” says Huckleberry House Development Director 
Sonya Thesing. “And her efforts paved the way to further 
engagement from her company. AEP Ohio’s Energy Efficiency 
team has taken a very active role in helping us with lighting 
in the shelter, which is a big deal given the 24-hour nature of 
our work. I don’t think Rebecca had any idea how much of a 
difference this project could make. But we’ll always be grateful 
that she chose to get involved.”

Do you have time and talents you’d like to 
contribute to supporting our community’s youth? 
Visit huckhouse.org/volunteer to learn more about current 
volunteer opportunities at Huckleberry House.  
Or contact the Development Office at 614-294-8097  
or volunteers@huck-house.org to share your ideas for 
volunteer events. And discover just how much good 
you can do!

Rebecca’s
story
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What  
To Expect

Next:

Join Huck House in Celebrating 
50 Years of Community Support 
and Care for Our Youth 
Huck House opened its doors for the first 
time in 1970. It was a different time with 
different problems to solve. As we approach 
our 50th anniversary, we are proud of 
our evolution and where we stand today: 
We still give teens a safe place to stay 
while they figure out how to improve their 
situation. We also help homeless youth 
transition to independent living and give 
families the communication skills they  
need to succeed. 

In 2020, Huck House is planning a series  
of special events to celebrate the successes 
of the youth we have served while laying 
out our plans for the decades to come. 
Please mark your calendars and follow us 
on social media for more event news  
and details.

A New Chapter in Our Leadership Story 
After 17 years of exemplary service to the youth of central Ohio, Executive Director Becky 
Westerfelt retired on December 1, 2019. Huck House will forever be grateful for the strong 
legacy of program innovation she is leaving behind, including the Transitional Living 
Program domestic violence track, parent mentor program, and Permanent Supportive 
housing project for youth (only the second in the United States) that were established 
under her leadership. Becky’s impact reaches beyond Huck House programming, and 
she is well known as a leader in central Ohio’s non-profit community and a passionate 
advocate for youth. Becky will continue to serve Huck House in a consultancy role for the 
first quarter of 2020. Her contributions will continue to make a life-changing difference for 
our community’s young people for many years to come. 

Huck House’s previous Development Director, Sonya Thesing, is our new Executive 
Director. Since joining the Huck House team in January 2017, Sonya has been instrumental 
in raising awareness of Huck House’s contract with the community and “translating 
Huckleberry House to the rest of the world.” She helped successfully launch Sleep Out! 
Columbus and has been instrumental in building our media presence and spreading the 
word about Huck House. As a result, during her time with us, corporate and individual 
giving has more than doubled. Before joining Huck House, Sonya was a founder of  
The Columbus Nanny Agency. She has over a decade of non-profit development 
experience as a board member and development committee chair for several central  
Ohio organizations. Her favorite part of development work is connecting people with 
causes that matter to them.

Please join us in welcoming Sonya to her new role while thanking Becky for her years of 
service and wishing her a wonderful retirement. With the strength of our past and present 
leadership, we look forward to another 50 years of building up expectations for what all 
young people can accomplish when given the chance.

ANNIVERSARY YEAR  
SIGNATURE EVENT
HUCK HOUSE BLOCK PARTY  
June 6, 2020 in the afternoon

We will close down Hamlet Street and 
celebrate five decades with music, kids’ 
activities, food trucks, a VIP tent, and  
tours of the Crisis Shelter.

MORE THAN SHELTER  
FILM FESTIVAL
June, July, August 2020 
Gateway Film Center

Three documentaries that investigate  
youth homelessness and what it takes  
to end it. The festival will take place  
over a three-week period and feature  
post-screening discussions.

COME HOME TO HUCK HOUSE 
ALUMNI EVENT
May 2020, date and location TBD

An after-hours event for all former  
Huck House employees and volunteers.
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Martha and Mark Abel 

LeAnne Absalom

Amy Acton

Deborah Adelman

Carly Albanese

Tom Albanese

Heidi and Al Alesi

Jennifer and Norm Alesi

Sarina Alesi

Victoria Alesi

Rufus Alexander

La’Dell Allen Jr

Jennifer Allen

Jennie Anahata

Don Anderson

Samantha Anderson

Scyld Anderson and  
Juyong Pae

Shannan Anderson

Sharon Anderson

Ed Angerami

Deb Ankrom

Megan Anthony

Joe Arciaga

Maggie Argiro

Maria and Mark Armstrong

Sarah Arnold

Kathy and Les Arthur

Rick Arthur

Margret Ashbrook

Susan Ashbrook

Jerrid Atkinson

Allison and Max Avner

Gariba Baako

Sarah Backiewicz

Kelly Bader

Mark Baer

Stacey Baird

Julie and Gary Baker

Maria Baker

Michael Ball

Clare Balombin

Robbie Banks

Tywan Banks

Jeffrey and Linda Barber

Burton Bardus

Misha Barnes

Chris Barrett

James Barton

James Barwell

Mykle Basha

Naren Baskara Rao

Karri Beck

Patricia and Jerry Beigel

John Beigel

Gina Benci

Kathy Bender

Tony Benishek

Jaime Bennati

Antonio Benton

Vita Berezina-Blackburn

Michele and Andy Bernstein

Ruth and Howard Berrey

Jayden Berry-Harris

Laura Bidwa

Brad Biehl

Courtney Biggard

Chris Bircher

Susie and Brad Blair

Gregory and Deborah 
Blauser

Sherri Bleichner

Cindy Blomeley

Sarah Blumenfeld

Jessica Boggan

Bohm Family Fund of  
The Columbus Foundation

Megan Bond

Merrilee Boniface

Carlie Boos

Nancy Boos

Charles and Karen Boster

Eric and Beth Bowen

Katherine Anne Bowen

David and Carolyn Bowman

Jim Bowman

Michelle Bowman

Rachel Bowman

Andrew Boysen

Erin Brown

Michelle Brown

Margaret Buehler

Dean and Lori Burgess

Me-Chelle Burkhalter

Robert Burman

Beth Burson

Joanie Calem

Ryan Callahan

Grace Canon

Jay Canowitz

Jerilynn Carmichael

Jeff Carpenter

Ali Carr

Individual Donors  
Donors in bold have supported Huckleberry House for five or more consecutive years.

30  |  HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE  |  2019 ANNUAL REPORT 



Brian Casey

Ryan Cassell

Erin Chandler

Judy and John Chester

The Chizever Family

Judith Chlebus

Susan Chluda

Yoonzie Chung

Linda Ciciretto

Mi’Shaya Clarke

Rodney Clarke

Michel Coconis

Becky Coffey

Carlo Comito Jr

Ellen Considder

Chris Converse

Susan Converse

Dave Conway

David Cook

Cooper Family Foundation

Erin Cornett

Lisa and Patrick Costigan

Lisa Courtice

Lynn Cowan

Amanda Crabtree

Dorothy Craft

Jessica Craw

Kyra Crockett Hodge

Nisha and Sangeeta 
Crouser

Jami Cullen

David Cunningham

Jessica Cusumano

Rose Dagostino

Barbara Daley

Dan and Kathy Damiano

Amy and Doug Dandurand

Joshua Dandurand

Michelle and Harper Daniel

Helena D’Arms

Carmella David

Lynette David

Erin Davis Shedd

Curtis Davis

Martin Davis

Millicent Davis

Dawn Good

Melissa D’Costa

Robert DeBerry

Sally DeBolt

Cindy Decker and  
Jeff Frontz

Diana DeFelice

Ada Demb

John and Marah Derzon

Charla and Ralph Devine

C. Owen DeWitt

Tony DiBlasi

Sheila Dickson

Haley Dicus

Theresa Diserio

Hilary Dodson

Samantha Dodson

Sarah Doodan

Chris Doody

Ellen Dorle

Margot Dorn

David Dougherty

Roger Doyle

Alex Dulin

Michael and Monica Dunn

Anne Duprey

Kelli Durant

Jill Durbin

Andy Durczynski

Bill Dwyer

Michael Ebner

Ben Edwards

Lonnie Edwards

Liane Egle

Jessica Ehler

Hannah Eigerman

John Eikenberry

Okon Ekpenyong

Richard Elosh

Rebecca Epstein

Sherrie Ervin

Robert Fahringer

Bob Faller

Mary Finnegan and Carl 
Faller

John Faller

Julie Feidner

Matt Ference

Robert Fine

Roy Fish

Joan and Marc Fishel

Elizabeth Fisher

Judith Fisher

Josh Fitzwater

Andrew Flora

Gayle Foote

Beverly Fox

Lisa Fraley

Cassandra Freeland

Kathleen Fry

Jeffrey Furr

Selena Galloway

Abhi Ganesh

Michael Ganzlin

Susan Gardiner

Sheila Gartland

Jenny Gatchell

Walter and Louann Gaub

Michael Gaynor

Sean Geehan

Michelle Geeting

Debbie Geldis

Judy Gentile

Janice George

Julia George

Anna and Pat Gibson

Molly Gibson

Quinn Gibson

Katharine Giller

Melanie Glenn

Gary Glover

Wayne Gniewkowski

Gretchen Goffe

Larry Goldman

Rena Gordon

Kerry Gordon-Keese

Susan Graham
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Sue Green

Susan Greenberg

Merydith Greene

Janice Gresko

Roy and Dana Grubbe

Emily Guarnotta

Maureen Guarnotta

J. Bennett Guess

K.C. Guzley

Pamela Hagely

Katie and Brad Halley

Matthew Hamparian

George and Theresa 
Hamway

Rose Handon

Nicole Hanlon

Deb Harmon

Sarah and Reade Harpham

Alexis Harris

Jennifer Harris

Julie and Tony Harris

Matthew Harris

Tyia Harris

Amy Hart

Jay Hartranft

Kathy Hatfield

Catherine Hatten

Russ and Sandy Hauge

Jacob Heady

Sharon Heaton

Gail and Edwin Heller

Amberly and Travis Helm

Adam Helmer

Shawmeen Henderson

Christina Henley

Claire Herbert

Michael Herbert

Steve Herminghausen

Paul Hicks

Tiffanie Hiibner

Jennifer Hinderer

Chaz and Becky Hixen

Tim Hixen

Jay Hobbs

Diane Hoenig

Leondra Holmes

Richard Hopper

Julie Horger

Dave Hornbeck

Ben Horne

Carolyn Horvat

Doug and Georgeann 
Horvat

Lillian Hoyer

Nicole Hoyer

Brian Humbert

Marc Hunter

Alan Hurd

Katie Hurley

Eric Hutchison

Sue and Wadi Ina

Theresa Ioannides

Anthony Irwin

Mary Isham

Julia Jackels

Lucas Jackson

Krista Jacob

Vicki Jacobs

Rachel Jacoby

Brooke James

Tom Jeffire

Becca Jindra

Julia Jindra

John and Angela Anderson

Holly Johnson

Aubre Jones

Nancy Zoldak Joseph

Robin Judd

Jennifer Jupp

John Justus

John and Kim Kadlic

Marianne Kadlic

Amanda Kaleps

Kira Kaleps

Lija Kaleps-Clark

Kristen Kane

Suzanne and Doug Keene

Becky Keglewitsch

Sarah Kellenberger

Lesley Keown

Chad Ketler

Stephanie Kincaid

Tom Kindron

Janetta King

Michael King

Hollie Kinney

Melissa Kirtley

Mary Klein

Rachel Kleit

Stacey Klempnauer

Julie Klopfer

Madeleine Knill

Raymond Kojola and Randi 
Thomas

Megan Koontz

Melodee Kornacker

Bonnie Kozlay

Courtney Kramer

Kathy Kramer

Monica and Doug Kridler

Orie Kristel

Liz Kromer

Daniel Kronauge

Scott Krueger

Melissa Kruse

Geoff and Lauren Kunkler

Jodi Kushins

Debbie Kuykendall

Jo-Anne LaBuda

David and Linda Lagarce

Charles Lagarce

Jessica Lagarce-Barwell

Jeff and Susan Lagarde

Griffin Lahre

Heather Lauderback

Simon Leadston

Amanda Leclerc

Cheryl and Steve Leclerc

Chris Ledwin

Cheryl Lee

Laura Lee

Lucia Lee

Ami Lehman

Kathryn Leide

Robert Leis
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SPECIAL THANKS  
to our United Way  

donors for supporting  
Huck House through  
their contributions  

to United Way.

Carley Leitch

Ann Leithauser

Amy Leon

Miranda Leppla

Erika Lewis

Jaylene Lewis

Kip Lewis

Cynthia Lin

Marc Lincewicz

Linda and Don Parisi

Lindsey Stowers

Erik Lingaman

Lisbeth Lipari

Ruby Lipscomb

Cindy Locker

Todd Loesch

Sara Loken

Diana Lolli

Mark Lomax II

Elizabeth Long

F.M. Lorz

Jeannie Mackowiak

Will and Lynn Majarian

Nicole Makeda

Carol and Ted Manley

Chuck Manofsky

Eri Mansfield

Geneva Marcum

Thomas Marino

James Martinez

Andrew Marvin

Jane and Jeff Marx

Robert Matesick

Douglas and Katherine 
Matthews

Dorothy and Andy Mauck

Helen Maynard

Greyson McCaig

Shonda McCaig

Karen McConkey

Brenda McCort

Tracy and Roddell 
McCullough

Brandie McCutchen

Heather McDavid

Patrick McGonagle

Timothy McGranor

Charlie McGuigan and  
Polly Sinesi

Bridget McKeon

Jackie McLaughlin

Lori McMillan

Daniel McVey

Mary Kay Meagher

Joan Menzer

Paul Mercer

Jane Messmer

Kim Middlebrook

Jennifer and Patrick Miller

Stephen Miller

Steven Miller

Sharon Millhon

Lia Milligan

Ethan Minton

Julia Miracle

Katie Mitchell

Rollana Mitchell

Peg Moertl

Mandisa Molton

Lucille and Robert Mone

Maria Mone

Donna Monnette

Stephen and Debra Moore

Shawna Moraille

Wendy Moreland

Carlye Morosky

Rayna Morton

Emily Moser

Michelle Moskowitz Brown

Thomas Mulisano

Keisha Munson

Lynn and Craig Murdick

Alexander Murphy

Barbara Murphy

Paul Murphy

Carla Myers Barkey

Jacob Myers

Andy Nader

John Narcross and Susan 
Zoldak

Shelby Nathans

Engja Ndiaye

George Needham and 
Joyce Leahy

John and Kari Newman

Kyle Newman

Kristina Nichol

Rebecca Nichols

Kathleen Nilles

Benita Noethlich

Lydia Nordhoff

Abigail and Ella Noritz

Erin Noviski

Shorley Nyhan

Molly O’Shaughnessy

Maureen O’Brien

Mary Oellermann

Pamela and John O’Grady

Jessica Olson

Nichole Oocumma

Linda Opeka

Stephenie Orsini

Margaret O’Shaughnessy

Kathy and Michael 
O’Sullivan

Dan Overmyer

Campbell and Oliver 
Owens

Adam Paralta

Jay and Angela Parsons

Ellin Patchen

Joe and Sara Patchen

David Patrick

June Patterson

Michael Patterson

Lauren Paulauskas

Susan Peltier
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Phyllis Perdue

Kimberly Perez

Paul Perry

Sheila Persall

Debra Peters

Jada Peterson

Tarra Petras

Susan Petry

Yelena Pevstova

Anissa Phillips

Richard Pierce

Laura Pietenpol

Frank and Kelly Pifer

Terence Pisano

Jada Pollard

Shelly Pollard

Scott Polston

Jeffrey Pongonis

Barbara Poppe

Nicole Porter

Ali and Jimi Poulos

Marc and Vicki Poulos

Amanda Powell

David and Cathy Presper

Jennifer Price

Adam Pulskamp

Taylor Putnam-Majarian

Mike and Anne Quesnell

Tonia and Jeff Ralph

Deb and Mike Rankine

Alice Rathburn

Seth Reichenbach

Kevin Reik

Steven Reinhart

Justin Reinmuth

Chris Rengstorf

Michael Rerko

Amy Revadelo

Barry Rice

Jennifer Rieman

Rob Rindos

Elizabeth Robbins

Verna Roberson

Nia Robinson

S. Yolanda Robinson

Kate Roche

Kenneth and Judy Romes

Amanda Rose

Hollie Ross

Kathleen Ross

Claire Rothchild

Gloria Rothchild

Lawrence Rubey

Rachel Rubey

S Rubino

Lou and Joanne Rubsam

Georgia Ruch/Acloche 
Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation

Michael Rupert

Gregory Russell

Molly Rutledge

Ryan Konst

Devon Ryan

Gail Sabella

Justine Sabella

Richard Sanders

Judy Sandman

Nina Santarelli

Evan Sarosi

Dan Scheinman

Ron and Kay Schmidt

Jeffrey Schneider

Tom Schneider

Erica Schnitz

Susan Schoenlaub

Kate Schroeder

Katherine Schulten

Jan Schumer

Bob and Linda Schwyn

Elizabeth Scott

Leslie and James Scott

Margaret Scott

Jean and Tim Scott

Todd Seaman

Linda Secrest

Eunique Seifullah 

Alan Shaker

Frank Shaker

Fred Shaker

George and Marie Shaker

Irene Shaker

Edward Shanley

Melanie Shapiro

Alicia Shaw

Meghan Sheehan

Dena Shilling

David Shouvlin

John and Michelle 
Shubitowski

Peter Shuler and  
Kellie Kidd

Bernard Silva

Michael and Gale 
Silverberg

Polly Sinesi and  
Charles McGuigan

Linda Sinoway

Suzanne Sippel

Anna Siriano

Mary Sitko

Ava Sky

Stephanie Slagle

David Small

Craig Smith

Craig and Ingrid Smith

Janice Smith

Katilyn Smith

Kelly Smith

Lindsey and Web Smith

Todd Smith

Kayland Smrecansky

Janet Soltis

Paul Soltis

Terry Southwick

Anthony Spanovich

Helen Speiser

William Spruill

Colby Srsic

Johanna St. John

Michelle Stacho

Becky Stanley

Robyn Staup

Robert Stearns
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Patti Steele

T. Steele

Renee Stein

Jo and Norman Stern

Mark Stewart

Rodney Stewart

Stephanie Stewart

Brad and Tammy Stiles

Katherine Stinnett

Cathy Stoneburner

Evelyn Stratton

Nancy Strickland

Lori Stuart

Steve and Daphne Suh

Ryan Sunseri

Vishal Suresh Babu

Laurie Sutherland

Kathryn Suty

Mark Swanson

Ben Sweetser

Michael Swemba

Steve Swift

Nancy Tallman

Joseph and Maureen 
Taylor

Ronetta Taylor

Wendy Taylor

Alyson Terrell

Djuan Terry

Bridget Tharp

Chris and Carolyn Johnson

Chris Thesing

David and Sonya Thesing

Maxwell Thesing

Melinda and Mike Thesing

Paul Thesing

Karen Thomas

Melissa Thompson

Crystal Threet

Kari and TL Vernon

Caroline Todd

Valerie Todd

Juan Torres

Jolinda Tracy

Jim Trankina

Mildred Troyer

Susan Tulio

Dan and Francene 
Tumminello

David Turano

Anna Turbett

Anthony Tynan

Carol Van Kaenel

Marlo Van Steyn and 
Andrew Palmer

Susan Van Woerkom

Olivia Vansky

Alan Veatch

Susan Villilo

Brenda Vinson

Vanessa Vinson

Becky Von Ohlen

Brent Wagner

Kyle Wagner

Kevin Wampler

Daniel and Karen Wander

Todd Ware

Raymond Warner

Dawn and Raymond 
Warner

Randy and Dianne Warth

Melissa and Brad 
Washburn

Sharon Watkins

William Watts

Sharon Waymer

Antonia Webb

Eva and Gus Wehbe

Mary Weiler

Robert and Sandra Wentz

Leah Werner

Dyann Wesp

Becky Westerfelt

Leslie Westerfelt

Vivian Westerfelt

The Westfall Family Fund of 
The Columbus Foundation

Sarah Wexner

Russell Weymouth

Madison Whalen

Tom and Elizabeth Wheeler

R.C. and Leslyn Wheeless

Jen Whitfield

Ken Wightman

Jerry and Dottie Wilker

Travis Wilkerson

Jeff Wilkins

Kathleen Will

Dana Williams

Jaime Williams

Louis Williams

Sierra Williams

Kay Williamson

David Wilson

Maggie Winnett

Se’Netra Winston

Jayne Wolford

Abigail Wollschleger

Dedra Woner

Terri Worthington and  
Gary Wollschleger

Zenobia Wright

Barbara Wyrick

Alfred Yates

Miriam S Yenkin

Ann Young

Michael Young

Elizabeth Youse

Laura and Catherine 
Zallanta

John Zambito

Susan Ziegler
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Abbott Laboratories Fund

Abercrombie and Fitch

AEP

Alliance Data

Alton Darby Elementary School

Alum Creek Elementary

American Legion  
Auxiliary Unit 239

American Structure Point

Atlas Tavern

ATM Insurance Agency

Backburner Sketch Comedy  
Ohio State University

Belflex

Bexley Sleep Out at Bexley  
High School

Corporations and Organizations  
Donors in bold have supported Huckleberry House for five or more consecutive years.

Bricker & Eckler

Cahill Construction

Cardinal Health Foundation

Carlile Patchen and Murphy

CBUSPASS LLC

CME Federal Credit Union

Columbus School for Girls  
Thespian Troupe #6944

Community of Caring  
Development Foundation

Cort Furniture

Covenant Presbyterian Church

Crow Works LLC

Crowe LLP

Danis

Devonshire Elementary

Dolbow Insurance Agency

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Fire Systems Professionals

Fix, Inc.

Franklin County Public Health

GIVE Yoga

Greek Orthodox Cathedral

Greer Foundation

Hills Market Worthington

Hixen Search Group

Homeless Families Foundation

Huntington Business Banking

Insurance Industry Charitable 
Foundation

J.McLaughlin

Kegler, Brown, Hill + Ritter, Co. LLP
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Key Real Estate Capital Credit

King Avenue United Methodist 
Women

Kingmakers

Kona Ice Little Buckeye

Kroger Rewards

L Brands Foundation

Live Happier Counseling

M+A Architects

Mattlin Foundation

Nationwide Insurance 

New Albany Symphony  
Orchestra

Oak Creek Elementary

Ohio Capital Corporation  
for Housing

Ohio Housing Finance Agency

Ohio Made Market

Ohio Reformatory for Women 
TIME Group

Ohio School Boards Association

Paws to Fins Pet Sitting, LLC

Premier Dental of Ohio

Rapid Fire Pizza

Redeemer Lutheran Church

ReVision Lasik and  
Cataract Surgery

Service Now

Shepherd Church of the  
Nazarene

SSOE Group

The Columbus Foundation

The Positive Side

The Powers Group Realtors

The Raines Group

The Wellington School

Upper Arlington High School

Vineyard Church

Waller Financial Planning 
Group

Wellington Sleep Out

Wesp Barwell, LLC

Worthington Libraries
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Huckleberry House Financials

Expenses
Transitional Living Program 1,674,624

Crisis Shelter 1,126,794

The Counseling Center at Huckleberry House 434,592

Youth Outreach Program 297,264

Scholarships 12,247

Fundraising 148,008

Administration 339,431

Total Expenses 4,032,960

Revenue
Programs and Grants 2,186,665

United Way 122,210

Medicaid 572,421

Purchase of Services and Discretionary Funding 348,044

Contributions 1,088,895

Special Events 115,524

Interest and Dividend Income 49,600

Net Gain on Marketable Securities (1,160)

Total Revenue 4,482,199

2020 Scholarship Recipients
William R. McNamara Scholarship 

Jamyah Cooper  $3,000

Katelynn Spencer $3,000

Rose Cunningham $3,000

Soltis-Homer Scholarship 

Keely Shorter $4,000

38  |  HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE  |  2019 ANNUAL REPORT 



Members:

Maria Armstrong 
Retired 

Jerry Beigel 
Beigel Ventures, LLC

Marah Derzon 
Columbus Academy 

Eric Hutchison 
Hutchison Consulting 

Ryan Konst 
Schaefer 

Megan Koontz 
Fusion Alliance 

Jeannie Mackowiak 
Franklin County Public 
Defender 

Nicole Makeda 
Nationwide Insurance

Charles Manofsky 
NAI Ohio Equities 

Maria Mone
Attorney, Dispute Resolution 
Expert, Educator 

Frank Pifer 
American Electric Power 

Polly Sinesi 
L Brands 

Michelle Slappy 
MCM2 Virtual Office Support 

Craig Smith 
Scott W. Schiff & Associates Co., 
L.P.A. 

Lori Stuart 
Crowe LLP

Julie Wnukowski

Officers:

President
Chaz Hixen 
Hixen Search Group

Vice President
Pete Shuler
Crowe LLP

Secretary
Jessica Barwell 
Columbus Hospitality 
Management

Treasurer
Dave Presper 
Direct Scripts, LLC

2019 Board of Directors
(On June 30, 2019)
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Huckleberry House, Inc.
1421 Hamlet Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43201

Huckleberry House, Inc. 

@Huck_House

@HuckHouse

Huckleberry House, Inc.

Administration: (614) 294-8097
Fax: (614) 294-6109

24-Hour Crisis Hotline: (614) 294-5553

www.HuckHouse.org

Huckleberry House is accredited by the Council on Accreditation and is licensed by the Ohio Department 
of Mental Health & Addiction Services. Funding agencies include ADAMH, City of Columbus, Franklin 
County Children Services, United Way of Central Ohio, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services,  
U.S. Department of HUD, Community Shelter Board, Ohio Department of Justice.
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